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Executive (ffiesr, Contact Branch 3 June 1947

Agsistant Chief, Finance Division "

\ Ha,
Conditions Under Which Travelera May use Taxicabs
on a Relwbursable Basis

In responge to your verbal inquiry, it iz desired to presant
the ecircumstances under which taxis may be used by travelcors of this
agency under existling statutory authority and regulations. The regu-
lations which are normally used as a gulde with respect to the use
of taxis is Paragraph 11 of the Standardized (overmment Travel Regu-
lations, and for your convenience 18 quoted as follows:

"ll. S8pecial convsyances.- The hire of boat, auto~
moblle, alreraft, livery, or other special conveysnce will
be allowed only when no public or regular means of trungpore
tation are avallable or when such regular memns of transpor-
tation cannot be umed advantageously in the intercst of the
Goverument, in which case & satisfactory explanstion must
aocompany the asecount, (See par. 83(e) )".

. It will be noted that when public or regular means of transpor-
tation are avallable, that to justify the use of taxicabs, thers must
be presented with the account u satisfactory showing thet such public
or regular means of transportation could not be used advantageously in
the interest of the Govermmeni. The GAG has ruled that taxicabs carmot
be used merely for convenlence, or as & result of the personal desires
of the traveler, but that the employes must in all oases be in a posi-
tion to establish that an actual need existed for travel by special con-~
veyance {taxi). The Comptroller Gemneral of the United States in a de-
cision rendered to the Coordinator of Information on 4 June 1942 (21
Jomp. Gen. 1093) stetes that such fares are not allowable "......unless
exceptional cirousstances are affirmatively eatablished, for example,
where the safety of the documents, ete., would be jeopardized if usual
publio conveyances wers used, in which latter svent, reimbursement of
the expenses would be authorized under the said paragraph, whether or
not the enployea is in s travel status™, It wes further steted that the
mara fact that an employee carries with him con’idential offigial docu~
ments, fillus, ete., not of unusual weight or site, may not bs regardad
as justifying the use of special conveyance such as taxieabs authorized
by Paragraph 11, Standardized Uovernuent Travel Regulations.
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In order for the Fiacal Bection to be in a position to honer
einias for reimbursement for the use of taxicabs (exoept where used
to and from terzinale, etc.),. it will be neocseasary for the traveler
to ascompeny his clainm with a eatislactory explanation which should
bo sppreved by the Branch Executive officer, or Branch Chief, with
such supplementary remerks as may be deemed necemsary to affirmatively
ostablish an actual govsrument need for the use of the mors expensive
mesna of transportation.

4 review of exceptions taken by the GAO to travel acccunts of
the former parent organizetion indicates thet the GAO hes eontinually
used the abovs oited Decision as a guide in requiring satiafectory ex-
planations. In & number of instances, it was necessary to effect colw
legtions from the individual travelers besause of the inability to pre-
sent sdequate statements. It would therefors appear that ths criteris
in sach cage would be the traveler's ability to satisfy himgelf that
he could justify the use of taxicabs as being aotually nscessary in the
intorsst of the Government dus to the fact that regular means of trans-
portation could not be mdvantageously used,

since the entire subject of the uss of mpecial conveysnces is
one on whieh GAD looks with an adverse attitude, it mey be sdvisable to
uss auch means of transportation sparingly until a number of such ocasos
have initially been roviewad by socredited representailves of the GAD
who perform olte saudita in the Flscal Heotlon. 4 further verbal dis-
cussion of this matter may assist in clarifying particular situstions
with wnich travelsrs of yeur office msy be confronted,

, | 25X1
Assistant Chief,
Cello Finance Jivision
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